Ananas ‘Tricolor’
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But the big change is in variegates because although treated at varietal level in Smith & Downs (1979) they have not been addressed in this latest work. We know that variegation is not a trait consistently transferred in sexual reproduction and as such is perhaps better catered for under the ICNCP rules.

This means that Ananas comosus var. variegatus becomes either Ananas comosus var. comosus ‘Variegatus’ or Ananas ‘Variegatus’. Likewise Ananas bracteatus var tricolor becomes Ananas comosus var. bracteatus ‘Tricolor’ or Ananas ‘Tricolor’. These changes only apply to plants currently known by these names.  However,  if you have lost the label on your variegated pineapple, plants can be linked to ‘Variegatus’ if the plant is like ‘comosus’ but the leaves are variegated. They can be linked to ‘Tricolor’ if the plant is like ‘bracteatus’ and the leaf blades are variegated with longitudinal stripes. There are already accepted Cultivars of these two varieties but, no doubt, there will be other Cultivar forms of these and other varieties that will arise from time and time in the future. I hope these will be registered in the correct fashion and not left to the Registrar to fossick out!

Discussions with the ‘Pineapple’ people regarding the variability or non-stability of variegations has strengthened my resolve regarding registering variegated plants. We must remember that variegated is a major adjective and terms such as albomarginate, striate, medio-picta are but types of variegation. Therefore new Registrations will be accepted as variegates only. Should the inevitable happen with a change in the form of variegation or the variegation disappears the name will not be invalidated. All you do is add the type of variegation or NOVAR (no variegation) that currently applies, as an adjective to the Cultivar name.

